[bookmark: _GoBack]Ganges Township Planning Commission 
Regular Monthly Meeting Minutes for August 27, 2019 
Ganges Township Hall 
119th Avenue and 64th Street 
Fennville, MI, Allegan County

I. Call to Order and Roll Call
Chair DeZwaan called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
Roll Call: Chair: Jackie DeZwaan — Present
		      Secretary: Phil Badra — Present
		      Vice-Chair: Charlie Hancock —Present
		      Commissioner: Dale Pierson —Present 
		      Commission Trustee: Barry Gooding — Present
		      Zoning Administrator: Tasha Smalley — Present
II. Additions to the agenda and adoption 
A motion was made by Badra to accept the agenda, as amended, to discuss New Business before Old Business.  The motion was seconded by Pierson. Motion passed.
III. General Public Comment – None
IV. Correspondence and upcoming meetings/seminars – None
V. Public Hearing 
Public Hearing was opened at 7:02PM.
a. Ken C Enterprises LLC (Ken Craycraft) – 6464 124th Ave., Fennville MI 49408
	Rezoning – Res/Ag to Commercial Parcel # 03-07-003-008-00
	Craycraft explained that half of one of his commercial storage buildings is currently located on property that is zoned as Res/Ag. This is due to a rezoning that was done after the building was constructed which changed the 1320’ deep boundary of the Industrial District to a 500’ deep Commercial District. To rectify this situation and allow him to build more storage buildings Craycraft is requesting that an additional 3.6 acres behind the current storage buildings be rezoned to commercial use. Craycraft plans to than then divide the property and create a separate lot for the storage units.  
Public Hearing was closed at 7:04PM.
VI. Approval of July 23, 2019 minutes  
A motion was made by Gooding to approve the July 23, 2019 regular meeting minutes, with one correction. DeZwaan seconded the motion. Motion passed
A motion was made by Gooding to approve the August 8th, 2019 special meeting minutes. Hancock seconded the motion. Pierson abstained. Motion passed
VII.  New Business
a. Ken C Enterprises LLC (Ken Craycraft) – 6464 124th Ave., Fennville MI 49408
		Rezoning – Res/Ag to Commercial Parcel # 03-07-003-008-00
	Gooding asked where the boundary line would extend to. Smalley explained that it would extend the commercial district 380’ to the south, 440’ from the SW corner of the parcel, encompassing the area behind the current storage buildings and pond. Badra asked which address should be used for correspondence. Craycraft gave his home mailing address of 6464 124th Ave.
A discussion was then had regarding how many new buildings were being proposed, their size and location, lot coverage restrictions, fire department accessibility, etc. DeZwaan is inclined to explained that if the PC approves the request so that a new site plan could would be required to be developed; that meets the criteria of the current Zoning Ordinance, and bringing the Craycraft property more into conformance. Pierson questioned why Craycraft had never been fully compliant with the 2000 approval. Concerns over hours of operation and gate installation were discussed. Craycraft explained that accessibility became an issue. 
DeZwaan commented that a lack of communication and follow through from some of the previous building and zoning officials was partly to blame for this situation. New administration and an approvable Site Plan will provide the PC the opportunity to place enforceable restrictions and the ability to revoke the Special Land Use (SLU) if the requirements are not met. Pierson wondered why only 3.6 Acres. Smalley explained that the new parcel had to be more than 3 acres but less than 10. A simple, straight, line was proposed; to encompass the buildings and the pond and create a clean break from the parent parcel. 

Badra moved that the Planning Commission recommend that the Ganges Township Board rezone the 3.6 Acres, per the legal description given from Res/Ag to Commercial, since it complies with the Master Plan for the Commercial Corridor District, with the following conditions: 
1. That applicant understands that new commercial uses can only be placed in the rezoned 3.6 acres of Parcel # 03-07-003-008-00.
2. If the rezoning is approved it will require a land split. 
Motion was seconded by Pierson. Motion passed by roll call vote.	DeZwaan — Yes
										Badra — Yes
										Pierson — Yes
										Hancock — Yes
										Gooding —Yes
VIII. Old Business 

a. Zoning Ordinance text amendment discussion

A few more typos were found that need to be corrected.
Gooding wondered if Solar Farms should be allowed in the Res/Ag district too. Hancock wondered if a SLU in the Res/Ag district could be allowed. It was decided that Solar Farms should only be allowed in the Commercial, Industrial or Agricultural Districts. It was also decided that Solar Farms must be a minimum of 10 acres.
A public hearing for the text amendments will be held at the regular September meeting and then they will go to the Township Board. 

IX. Administrative Updates

Township Board-
Gooding reported that at the last Township Board meeting, on August 13th, the Board approved the contract for the ZBA Recording Secretary. They are also considering purchasing another used Fire Truck from SHAES. A new fence is being discussed to keep people from sneaking into Pier Cove Park afterhours. The Township is also considering changing their internet provider but has decided not to move their CD investments from Chemical Bank.

Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA)-
Pierson reported that the ZBA had not met since April 22, 2019. 

Zoning Administrator – None 

X. Future Meetings Dates
The future dates of the PC meetings are a September 24th and October 22nd, 2019 
XI. General Public Comment -None

XII. Adjournment
Motion was made by Gooding and supported by DeZwaan to adjourn. Motion carried unanimously. Adjourned at 8:54PM.
Respectfully Submitted
Jennifer Goodrich
Ganges Township Recording Secretary
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